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South Viet Nam may become the
stickiest issue of the presiderntial cam-
paigll.

. America is there as a part of the
network of alliances forged by the late

- Secretary of State John Foster Dulles.
. South Viet Nam represents the “last
" line” of defense in Southcast Asia, it
- having been moved back from Laos.

South Viet Nam is only a pimple

| on the face of Asia. This is the place

where we are challenged to honor
trcaty obligations. This is the place

. where Red China may be trying to
. pressure her way into the United Na-
. tions, a long-sought goal. This could
" be the place where the seriousness of

the split between Peking and Moscow

" can be judged.

President Johnson has demonstrat-

" ed a readiness to make our presence
. a matter of top importance with the
- air strike in the Gulf of Tonkin, But

inside South Viet Nam, political-re-

110'101.18 strlfe prevents enc.ouragtng
’.“—\.ﬁ .
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progress on the job at hand: Defcnse
of the land.

Senator Goldwater, in another con-
fused statement, said he thought “that
talks with the Red Chinese might be
profitable.” Later, after talking with
his press aide, he relayed the thought
that what he really meant was that

we should get into stronger military ;

position in the arca then “blow up a
bridge or something” and inform Pck-
ing what we will do “if they don’t

“ stop.” Ile said that is what he mcant

by “ncgotiation.”

A CIA working paper, suggesling
neutlra f .-the area, agrees with
President Charles de Gaulle of France.

De Gaulle flatly says American policy

in the area is wrong.

The De Gaulle view hangs up on a
bafflement. The French view is that

L.aos needs to be left alone; that “for-
eign interference can only retard the
hour of solution and peace.” The

French don't explain how to do this
~ while North Viet Nam js using the

country as a ‘“nculral” corridor Lo
supply guerrillas in South Viet Nam,
{ The only way to ncutralize South

+ Viet Nam js to neulralize all the old

Irench Indo-China and that trick
“depends upon Red China's
to stop dabbling there.
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